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BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST, 
Rocky  Branch,  Randolph  County,  Ala., 

November  2d,  1900. 

According-  to  previous  arrangements  and  announcement, 
some  of  the  Baptists  of  Randolph  county,  Ala  ,  met  at 
the  place  and  on  the  date  mentioned  above,  for  the  purpose 
of  organizing-  an  Association. 

After  preaching  by  Rev.  I.  N.  Daniel,  from  Rom.  12:5, 
followed  by  Rev.  H.  R.  Moore,  dinner  was  served,  after 
which  Rev.  H.  C.  Risner  was  made  Chairman,  and  G.  W. 
Stevens,  Clerk  of  the  meeting. 

G.  W.  Hill  was  asked  to  explain  the  object  of  the  meet- 
ing, which  he  did. 

On  motion,  the  names  of  the  churches  represented  and 
the  names  of  the  deleg-ates  representing  these  churches 
were  enrolled. 

The  enrollment  resulted  as  follows: 

Aktioch — J.  N.  Lovvom. 

Big  Spkings— H.  E   Hester.  T.  J.  Camp,  A.  J.  Green. 

High  Pine— T.  A.  S.  Norris,  W.  P.  East. 

High  Shoals — J.  D.  Pittman.  J.  R.  Stitt. 

LiBKRTY  (East)— G.  M.  Traylor.  Aaron  Mitchell,  Franklin  South, 
T.  J.    Edmonson. 

Lberty  (West) — J    W.  Green. 

Macedonia— Rev.  H.  R.  Moore,  G.  W.  Watson,  T.  J.  Embrey,  S.  M. 
Adunison. 

J\It.  Pleasant— E   G.  Edwards,  H.  S.  Brown,  J.  M.  Whalej. 

Pakan— J.  VV.  Wood,  W.  J.  Cooper. 

Pleasant  (trove — A.  .T.  Brown. 

Pi.easavt  Hill— G.  W.  Bryan,  W.  E.  Camp,  M  C.  Howell,  J.  T. 
Brady. 

Providence- Rev.  W.  H.  Wright,  J.  I.  Cole,  W.  T.  Jones,  W.  H. 
Yarbroiigh. 

Roanoke— Rev.  H.  C.  Risner,  F.  P.  Nichols,  H.  M.  Mickle,  G.  W. 
Hill. 

Rocky  Branch  — J   M.  Fincher,  W.  T.  Bradley,  H.  C.  Boone. 

Rock  Mills— W.  J.  Barrett,  T.  L.  Hardy,  J.  G.  Hardy.  G.  W.  Ste- 
vens. 

Shiloh  — Ixev.  T.  N.  Daniel,  D.C.  Smitli  J.  T.  Kaylor,  G.  H.  Shad- 
dies. 

Union  (trove.  (Ga.) — Rev.  W  .T.  Layton,  P    M.Gr  ss. 

UnionHill— P.  P    Bail?y,  W.  T.  Bailey. 

Wedowkk — C    -V.  Prescott,  AC    Saxun 

On  motion,  a  committee  consisting  of  Rey.  H.  R.  Moore, 
F.  P,  Nichols,  A.  C.  Saxon  and  P.  M.  Gross  was  appointed 
to  submit  to  this  body  for  action  a  Constitution  and  De- 
corum for  this  Association. 

This  committee  reported  arj^their  report  was  discussed, 
changed  and  adopted,  as  follows: 

We,  your  coinniittee  Ji-pointed  to  draft  a  Constitution  and  Deco- 
rum, beg  Kave  to  sul)niit  the  following: 


CONSTITUTION. 

1.  We,  the  Baptist  churches  composed  of  members  regularly  bap- 
tized upon  a  profession  of  faith  in  Christ,  and  represented  by  the  un- 
dersigned delegates,  do  form  an  As  ociation  for  our  mutual  benefit 
and  for  the  glory  of  God . 

2.  Our  body  shall  be  known  as  the  Randolph  County  Association. 

3.  Our  officers  shall  be  a  Moderator,  a  Secretary  and  Treasurer, 
and  they  shall  be  elected  annually. 

4.  The  character  of  the  body  shall  be  purely  an  advisory  council, 
and  an  executive  of  the  churches.  The  Association  shall  have  the 
right  to  withdraw  from  any  church  which  may  prove  irreclaimably 
heterodox  or  disorderly. 

5.  Each  church  shall  be  allowed  two  delegates,  and  each  church 
shall  be  allowed  one  delegate  for  every  twenty-five  members  above 
fifty. 

6.  Each  ordained  or  licensed  minister  in  good  standing,  and  be- 
longing to  any  of  the  churches  forming  this  Association,  shall  be  con- 
sidered a  member  of  this  body  and  shall  be  so  recognized 

7.  All  money  received  by  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  shall  be 
paid  out  only  by  direction  of  the  Association,  he  taking  a  receipt  for 
the  liame. 

DECOKUM. 

1.  Each  session  shall  be  opened  with  a  sermon  preached  by  a 
brother  appointed  at  the  preceding  session. 

2.  The  Moderator,  and  Secretary  and  Treasurer  shall  be  officially 
bound  until  their  successors  are  elected. 

3.  In  all  cases  of  elections  or  questions  put  to  the  body,  the  ma- 
jority shall  rule. 

4.  Any  church  subscribing  to  our  principles  of  t'a  th,  applying  for 
membership  by  letter,  may  be  received  as  a  member. 

5.  The  Moderator,  with  such  aid  as  he  may  ask,  shall  appoint 
standing  committees,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  body. 

6.  At  each  session  correspondents  from  sister  Associations  shall 
be  called  for  and  heard. 

7  V^isiting  brethren  of  our  denomination  and  of  orderly  charac- 
ter, shall  be  invited  to  participate  in  our  deliberations — they  to  be 
governed  by  our  rules  of  order— but  allowed  no  vote. 

8.  All  members  of  tlie  Association  shall  have  equal  privileges  of 
submitting,  explaining  and  advocating  motions. 

9.  Letters  from  churches  addressed  to  this  body  shall  contain  true 
statistical  condition 

10  A  member  wh^  desires  to  be  hearH  in  the  session  shall  rise, 
address  the  Moderator,  and  shall  not  proceed  until  properly  recog- 
nized 

11.  A  member  shall  not  be  interrupted  while  speaking  unless  he 
departs  from  the  sutjj^'Ct  or  indulges  in  personal  reflections. 

12.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the  body  except  by  per- 
mission. 

13.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  regular  members  to  vote  on  all  ques- 
tions submitted  to  the  body  for  action. 

14.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Moderator  to  call  the  body  to  order, 
to  announce  the  business  in  order,  to  enforce  rules  of  order,  and  to 
inform  the     embers  when  necessary  on  points  of  order. 

15  Any  member  who  may  be  aggrieved  at  the  decision  of  the 
Moderator  may  appeal  to  the  body,  whose  decision  shall  be  final. 

16.  A  motion  and  second  shall  claim  the  attention  of  the  Modera- 
tor;  and  while  pending,  no  other  motion  shall  be  received  except  to 
ame':d,  to  table,  to  substitute,  to  postpone,  or  to  adjourn. 


17  Reconsideration  shall  be  allowed  only  when  moved  by  one 
who  voted  in  the  majority. 

18.  Ii.  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  body  to  investigate  or  answer  que- 
ries sent  up  from  churches  in  this  Association,  when,  in  its  judgment, 
such  action  is  necessary  for  peace  and  unanimity. 

19.  The  Minutes  of  this  Association  shall  be  read  at  the  close  of 
each  session,  and  after  being  adopted,  sliall  be  signed  by  the  Mode- 
raior  and  by  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

20.  The  Secretary  and  Treasurer  shall  have  the  Minutes  of  each 
se>sion  printed,  keep  a  copy  of  e:ich  session  always  in  hand  ;  and  for 
his  services  shall  be  I'easonably  compensated. 

21.  This  Constitution  and  Decorum  may  be  altered  or  amended  at 
any  regular  session,  by  a  majority  vote. 

Respectfully  submitted,  P.  M.  Gross,  Oh'mn, 

A.  C.  S.xxoN, 
Rev.  H.  R.  Moore, 
F.  P.  Nichols, 

Committee, 

On  motion,  a  committee  consisting  of  Rev,  I.  N.  Daniel, 
Rev.  W.  J,  Ivayton,  and  G.  W,  Hill,  was  appointed  to  sub- 
mit to  this  body  for  action  "Articles  of  Faith''  for  this 
Association.  This  committee  reported  and  their  report 
was  adopted,  as  follows: 

ARTICLES  OF  FAITH. 

1.  We  believe  in  one  only  living  and  true  God,  the  Father,  Son 
and  Holy  Ghost,  these  three  are  one  ^Corinthians  viii:6;  Deuteron- 
omy vi:4;  Matt,  xxviii :  9;  II  Cor,  xiii  :14;  IJohnv:7. 

2.  We  believe  that  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments 
are  the  word  of  God  and  the  only  correct  rule  of  faith  and  practice. 
II  Peter  1:21;  II  Timothy  3:16. 

3.  We  believe  the  doctrine  of  election,  and  that  God  ch.ise  his  peo- 
ple in  Christ  before  the  foundation  of  the  world  through  sanctiflca- 
tion  of  the  spirit  and  belief  of  the  truth. — I  Peter  1:2-5;  Eph.  1:4; 
IIThes.  2:13. 

4.  We  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  original  sin. — Rom.  3:23;  5:12; 
3:10. 

5.  We  believe  in  man's  inability  to  recover  himself  from  the  fallen 
state  he  is  in  bv  nature. — Rom.  5:1;  John  6:44;  Fph.  2:1-5;  Phil. 
2:13. 

6.  We  believe  that  sinners  are  justified  in  the  sight  of  God  only 
by  the  imputation  of  Christ's  righteousness. — liom.  5  :1 ;  Gal.  2:16-20. 

7.  We  believe  that  the  saints  shall  persevere  in  grace  and  not 
finally  fall  away.— II  Cor.  12:9;  Col.  3:4;   Kom.  8:28-39. 

8.  We  believe  that  baptism  and  the  Lord's  su;  per  are  ordinances 
of  the  church  of  Christ  and  that  irue  believers  are  the  only  proper 
subjects,  and  that  immersion  only  is  baptism. — Matt.  3:5-6-13-16; 
Acts  2  :37-38  ;  Acts  8 :38-39 

9.  We  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  and  a  general  judg- 
ment.—  >cts  17;  John  5:28-29. 

10.  We  believe  that  the  joys  of  the  righteous  will  be  eternal  and 
the  punishment  of  the  wicked  everlasting  — Matthew  25:46. 

11.  We  believe  that  no  minister  has  a  right  to  administration  of 
ordinances  except  those  who  are  called  of  (iod  and  have  been  regu- 
larly baptized  approved  by  the  church  and  come  under  the  imposi- 
tion of  hands  by  a  presbytery. — I  Timothy  5:22;  Acts  6:6. 

12.  We  believe  that  none  but  regularly  baptized  believers  have  the 
right  to  partake  of  the  Lord's  supper. — .Acts  2:42-44;  II  Cor.  6:14; 
Cor.  1'  :23-29. 
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Oil  motion,  it  was  voted  to  have  Fifth  Sunday  meeting's. 

On  motion,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  W.  H.  Wrig-ht, 
H.  M.  Mickle,  J.  N.  Lovvorn,  J.  T.  Kaylor,  and  G.  W. 
Hill  was  appointed  to  divide  the  churches  into  three  dis- 
tricts.    This  committee's  report  was  adopted,    as    follows: 

Churches  ix  the  First  District — High  Pine.  Paran,  Rock  Mills, 
Roanoke,  IJiiion  Grove,  Ga. 

Churches  IN  THE  Skcond  District — Xntioch,  Big  Springs,  Liberty 
(East).  Providence,  Rocky  Branch,  Shiloh. 

Churches  in  the  Third  District — High  Shoals,  Liberty  (West), 
Macedonia,  Mt.  Pleas  nt,  Pleasant  Gi-ove^  Pleasant  Hill,  Union  Hill, 
Wedowee. 

Paran,  in  the  Firjt  District,  asked  for  the  fifth  Sunday 
meeting-  in  March,  I9OI. 

Antioch,  in  the  Second  District,  wanted  it  in  June. 

High  Shoals,  in  the  Third  District,  wanted  it  in  Septem- 
ber. 

The  wishes  of  the  above  churches  were  granted. 

On  motion  it  was  voted  to  hold  the  next  session  of  the 
Association  at  Wedowee,  beg-inning"  Tuesday  after  the 
Fourth  Sunday  in  October,  1901 — continuing    three  days. 

On  motion  a  devotional  committee,  eonsisting"  of  W.  J. 
Cooper,  J.  T.  Kaylor  and  T.  J,  Embrey,  was  appointed, 
and  this  committee  made  the  following-  report,  which  was 
adopted: 

Introductory  Sermon — Rev.  H.  R.  Mooi-e. 

Missionary  Sermon — Rev.  H.  C.  Risner. 

Sunday  School  Lecture — G.  \V.  Hill. 

On  motion  the  following  committees  were  appointed  to 
report  at  the  session  of  1901: 

On  Foreign  Missions — Rev.  H.  C.  Risner; 

On  Home  Missions— G.  W.   Hill. 

On  State  Missions — Rev.  W.  H.  Wright. 

On  Temperance — A.  C.  Saxon,  C.  A.  Prescott. 

On  Sunday  Schools — A.  J.  Green,  F.  P.  Nichols.  I.  W.  Lewis. 

On  Religious  Literature — Rev.  W.  J.  Layton,  G.  W.  Stevens. 

On  Religious  Condition  OF  the  Churches — J.  T.  Kaylor,  T.  J. 
Embrey,  H.  M.  Micklr-. 

On  Education — Hoyt  Enloe,  G  W.  Stevens. 

On  Deceased  Ministers — H.  M.  Mickle,  W.  T.  Bra<hey. 

On  motion,  any  member  of  this  Association,  visiting- 
any  other  Association,  shall  be  a  correspondent. 

On  motion.  Rev.  W.  H.  Wright  was  elected  Moderator 
and  G.  W.  Stevens  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  this  Asso- 
ciation for  the  ensuing  year. 

On  motion,  money  was  raised  for  the  purpose  of  having 
minutes  printed  and  distributed.      Amount  S11.40. 

At  this  point  some  missionary  literal ure  which  had  been 
forwarded  by  Dr.  W.  B.  Crumpton,  was  distributed. 

On  motion,  the  Association  adjourned  to  meet  on  Tues- 
day after  the  Fourth  Sunday  in  October,  1901,  with  the 
Baptist  Church  of  Christ  at  Wedowee,  Randolph  County, 
Ala. 

Benediction  by  Rev.  H.  C.  Risner. 

W.   H.  Wright,  Moderator. 

G.  W.  Stevens,  Sec'y  and  Treas. 


